Tamil pronunciation (basic rules)
a as in above. 

i as in pin. 

u as in push. At the end of a word, is pronounced with flat lips. 

e as in pen. At the beginning of a word, is pronounced ye-. 

ai as in aisle; at the end of a word as in day. 

o as in coat, but shorter. 

k when initial, or next to a consonant, like "k" in English; after vowels, a velar fricative like "ch" in Bach or sometimes a voiced stop like "g"; after n, like "g" in finger. 

ng as in singer. 

c when initial, usually pronounced as "s", like the "c" in cent; sometimes as "ch" in church. When c is doubled or after t, pronounced "tch" as in focaccia or cappuccino. 

t and n are dental, with the tongue extended forward to the teeth. When t comes after a vowel, it is a voiced interdental like "th" in other. When t follows n, it is pronounced as a voiced "d". When initial or doubled (tt), it is an unvoiced retroflex as in heart-to-heart
p like "p" in English when initial or after an unvoiced consonant; between vowels or after m it is pronounced "b". 

m, y, l, v are more or less as in English. 

zh is pronounced as "l" with the tongue bent backward and up to the roof of the mouth. 

tr is like doubled "rr" and pronounced "tr" as in attract. 

